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Lake

This aged male koala was first admitted in 2003 as
a young animal after being hit by a car late one
night on a busy arterial road (Lake Road) in the
heart of Port Macquarie right outside the local pri-
vate hospital. As he was quite severely injured by
the accident and was lying flat on the road, two of
the nurses from the private hospital came out,
picked him up and brought him into the private hos-
pital, where they wrapped him in blankets and
waited for someone from the Koala Hospital to ar-
rive. Hence his name
was treated for his injuries and released about half
a kilometre from the accident site some weeks later.

His home range has always been around this loca-
tion and since 2003 he has been admitted to the
Koal a Hospital siox ti
range is located not only on a very busy road, but is
surrounded by a | arge
and specialist medical facilites. With Port Mac-
guarie having a predomi
these medical facilities are a hive of activity every
day.

Lake Private has run the gauntlet so many times
and has really tempted fate. It has amazed us that
he has survived there for so long. Two of his fa-
vourite food trees that he was often spotted in, were
cut down (both right on
help matters. One of them was in the cardiologists
carpark!

He has been picked up in backyards with Rottweiler
dogs, he has been stuck up banana trees right on
the edge of a swampy area, he was found in a
smal | tree in the Awor
which fronts a four lane main road, and has been
seen crossing Lake Road during the middle of the
day on more than one occasion (with good ol Pri-
vate stopping all the traffic including buses).

How he hasndét been hit

ply beyond belief. For those readers who do not
understand koala territorial behaviour i they stay
with their home range for life or until a more domi-
nant animal pushes them out. If we relocate adult
koalas who are established in a home range, they
will attempt to return to that location and usually die
in the process. Young sub-adult koalas who do not
have home ranges can most of the time be relo-
cated to unoccupied habitat and usually success-
fully establish themselves there. It would make life
so much better for the adult koala populations if we
could easily relocate them out of dangerous and
unsuitable habitat areas but unfortunately this is a
death sentence for them in itself. To relocate a
koala Aand |l et it go in
new | ocation Ain the bu
released is more than likely an already established

mes ! |

Private

home range of another koala who will remove the
newcomer with force immediately. The relocated
koala then spends all his/her time frantically trying
to find somewhere safe and somewhere that is not
occupied. The stress of this behaviour kills the ko-
ala in a very short space of time. Incidentally, this
phenomena is not specific to koalas. The vast ma-
jority of wildlife species cannot be simply relocated
and Al et go in the bush t
the same issue applies to them too. Its the same as

the lounge room of someone across town who we
do not know, are not related to and who naturally
would be very displeased to see us make ourselves
comfortable in front of the TV after raiding their

fridge for a snack. Same story. R
Poor ol d ri vateos

In early February this year we received a call for a

a caravan park some 80 kms south of Port Mac-

n guarel yLowd and dehaldd whenotpeu Koalat Wwas n
brought into the hospital it turned out to be guess
who....Lake Private.

He certainly looked a bit worse for wear, having lost
some weight and was in a rather shabby condition
and when placed on the treatment room table for
examination the first thing he did was lick his lips in

o

numbheirstofesoed oksdl adrgennieng

fi L aus beind removed froenur homé anél dropged inty at e

home

t antieipatioa of a drimk @fdodmula!WwWHo salys kobliasd n 6 t

are not intelligent!!

As there is no way, an aged male would be able to
travel 80 kms away from their home range (lots of
massive obstacles including a big wide river on the
way) and from a

which was in November 2010 then there is really
only one explanation. We feel some well meaning
good Samaritan has seen Lake Private doing his
usual thing of being in a dangerous spot some-
where and as he is a pleasant easy going sort of
b Ykoafs, tHey@Have pitkddhifh u? ReQddd sbuth afid M-
released him in the caravan park which does have
guite a good lot of koala food trees growing there
(and has an already established population of resi-
dent koalas).

At the time of writing this article Lake Private has
gained weight and is looking decidedly better and
has been moved into the very large Yard 9 (with
grumpy Westhaven Barry who is not impressed at
all).

The decision on what to do with Lake Private at this
point is still undecided i meanwhile he simply is
enjoying 5 star accommodation at the Koala Hospi-

t®le busho is impossible.
sho where the adult koal a i
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How Lucky Am [?

. s How lucky am I?
>*J Not only have | had
'\ a lifetime opportu-

‘nity once to be an
overseas volunteer
at the Koala Hospi-
tal ébut
That 6s
time in  October
2009, was so excit-
ing that | decided to
take another period
of unpaid leave from work and jet off back to Port
Macquarie in October 2010 i an d it
leave the minus four degree weather behind in the UK,
it was to go and see my furry friends and the not-so
furry ones that | had made the previous year! When
you walk into the grounds of the Koala Hospital, the
smell of eucalyptus is divine as it hits you!

Where do | start? Well | guess a quote from Cheyne
sums it Alutpe hdspital taff are like one big
family 7 we have our differences but we all are close
and very fond of each othero . Thi s s ums
shell, the volunteers are there for one reason and that
is to care for these little critters and their future 1 the
Australian icon.

The care and treatment they give to the koalas is out-
standing by far and they are all so dedicated by work-
ing around a 24 hour clock. They work on the three
i R &i SRéscue, Rehabilitate a n d Redease! That is
the best part of the job, watching them being released
back into the wild. After they have climbed out of your
way and up that tree, they look back down at you as if
t o dghanks gilyso !

Not only is it really rewarding work, it is very educa-
tional too. All my friends and family know the passion |
have for koalas and God help anyone who calls them
a fAbearo! I al ways
aware that they are a ;
marsupial and there-
fore have a pouch,
unlike a bear!

am

Being a volunteer at
the hospital opens a &
whole load of opportu-
nities and lifetime ex- ¢
periences. Apart from 5

working in the yards §
and ICU with the koa-
las i cleaning their
yards out, replenishing the leaf every day and report-
ing to the supervisors anything you feel necessary to
the well being of the koala, you also get to rescue
Bl ack Snakes from under
Cheyne and | got called out and | was in my element i
ok, so | was hiding behind the door! But it was yet an-
ot her one of l'ifebds

gui

t

you get to see the release of a Black snake and watch
him slither down the embankment! Phew!

Back to the hospital! There is always something that
needs doing as the hospital comes as a package for
the koalas to be cared for. There are laundry duties,
sS\weeping the communal areas, talking to the public as

r i ghtey wapdgr arqupds the outside of the yards

(umbrellas provided for those rainy days!) and even
trying your hand in the forever busy shop where there
are so many koala items, | am like a big kid in a sweet
shop! The rescues can be extremely challenging too,
especially under the careful supervision of the boss

wa s n &hen yoy ayg holding a poll in the air as high as a

house! The ambulance is a huge advantage to the
hospital as it can carry all the equipment that is
needed for a rescue, and it is also for off road driving,
which has been known!

Jean and Max Starr founded this hospital in 1973 and
it has gone from strength to strength. They both still
work in the hospital and are such great loving charac-
ters with fantastic stories. And it just goes to show how
muchypgople
care for the
koalas as
there are
currently
over120 vol-

unteers .’ , AN
working _-— S
there. = B SR SO

Each and every one of the koalas that passes through
the hospital has their own personality, just like us hu-
mans and | can honestly say that | can match each
one of them with someone | know. For instance,
Seaview Farida who was
sibly say who she r emi
miss you Peter)!l And then there is Westhaven Barry,
wedl he kindoorgntinds tme a littheablit ef mytsdif,esleepy
and cute! Hang on, wait, did | just call Barry cute? Ok,
of course he is! In fact | think you guys should go
check him out on the Adoptions page!

The Adoptions team work so hard behind the scenes
too. They have recently added Roto Mikki to the pro-
gramme. Well she is a right little cutie and attracts visi-
tors from far and beyond with her one amazing blue
eye! She was one of three little joeys in one of the
yards and was always the first down for her leaf! Look
out for her gorgeous partner in crime, The Tiller Noah
who is also on the adoptions programme. He was a
close second for his leaf before retiring back up high in
their tree for a snooze! Boy | could watch these guys
all day long!

ip e de1hespigl alse wrsia tree ANt Progiamge;

People do not realise that a eucalyptus tree can take
between 10 and 15 years before it can become estab-

e x p er ilishegirhecorging a foqd trge for the kaala. W¢ really,
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do need to all
carry on pulling
g together and
l look after these
| guys 1 their fu-
ture is in our
hands.

1 | really miss the
J staff and  of
= course the koa-

las and will
hopefully be back there later in the year to have my
Awahl ee fixo!

Thanks Guys for everything!

Rachel Anne Huggett

Help Wanted
Night time Rescuers

Requirements:
1 Must be capable koala handlers and if

not will need to spend time in the hospital

learning to handle koalas.

You wi || need to
experienced rescuer before being paired
with another rescuer.

No one goes out on their own.

Hours: 4.30 p.m.d 8.00 a.m.

f
f

If interested please call Cheyne 6584-1522 for
further information and training.

Thanks go to... ;

Cassegrain Winery

D1 Wood

for their generous donatiop

. s

CHILDREN TO THE RESCUE

go

The koalas of Port Macquarie and surroundings,
both in care at the hospital, and others who have
been released back into the wild, would like to
say 6thank youd to a s

Victoria Shepherd is six years of age and visits
the hospital when staying with her granny who
lives here in Port Macquarie.

For her sixth birthday, instead of receiving pre-
sents, she asked her friends to donate the cost
of adopting a koal a, t
a wild koal ab

Victoria chose Cathie Vikki for a two year adop-
tion period, and this photo shows her with the
friends who helped to contribute to this wonderful
and thoughtful present.

The children from Lakg
tage also have some exciting news to share with
us.

A koala has been visiting the trees in and around
the Playschool and they recently watched while it
climbed a tree just outside their playground, then
moved using two overlapping branches, into an-
other tree which is in the playground. The chil-
dren waited in anticipation hoping the koala
would climb back down from their tree and per-
haps play in their playground. Instead it settled
for some morning tea gum leaves and then went
to sleep!

They have planted three trees in their grounds
which are growing strongly. These children will
grow up with a love and knowledge of our koa-
las, and will provide the support necessary for
their survival.
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BIRTHDAY BASH ? or BITE?

I't was Petstockos fii
on Lake Road and the koala hospital was invited
to their premises to take part in the celebrations.

Owner Phil Edwards provided food and drinks for
the Barbecue which was run by Robyne, our
Friends of the Koala Hospital Co-ordinator, with
the aid of a band of dedicated volunteers.

As any money raised from this was to be donated
to the koala hospital, True Blue, our koala mas-
cot, decided to join in the festivities, and meet
and greet visitors on their arrival.

rst

Méark Stradmah,a($travany), washbeoadcastipgroa mi s e

2MC from Petstock that day, and caught the fol-
lowing debacle on air to the amusement of all his
radio followers on the mid north coast and sur-
rounding areas.

At one point in the morning, a car pulled up and a
beagle was brought in by his owners to check
out the goodies available in the shop. Unfortu-
nately, he took a violent dislike to True Blue. The
spectacle of our mascot, running from the shop,
shielding his bottom, with an agitated beagle in
hot pursuit, would have been even more hilarious
if it had been caught on video as well as radio. It

PorT Mocqucre

Feline Bird & Poultry | Fish & Reptile | —

r weicome fo

was a sight to top even Be

Canine

Small Anie -+

The beaglebs owners manage.

into the car, but as they were driving away, the
dog could still be seen (and heard!) hanging out
of the car window barking fiercely at a chastened
True Blue.

True Blue had his feelings hurt but remained on
site during the day without further incidents. He
would like to thank Phil Edwards for the invitation
to his birthday party and for the donation made
to the koala hospital on the day.

KOALA HOSPITAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 2011

Life is not all hard work, thank goodness, as can be
seen from these photos taken of the koala hospital
volunteers enjoying their annual Christmas party last
December.

Eastport Bowl- | ‘

True Blue also turned up, and soon had everyone
laughing at his antics.

Our supervisor, Cheyne, presented certificates to
those volunteers who she
beyondé the nor mal

ing Club kindly special commitment to the hospital. These went to
donated the Friends (Robyne Leadbeatter), Milicia McCosh, Gerry
use of the room Walsh and Marilyn Lees.

and facilities

and the volun- | | —— = Thanks, guys.
teers had a - f; Your efforts are
wonderful after- —~~ s much  appreci-
noon of fun, ated.

food, and fes-
tivities.

Raffles were conducted during the afternoon, with the
prizes going to very appreciative winners. (the wines
from Cassegrain were popular!).
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It has been a very
busy summer sea-
son admission wise
lots of koalas
admitted

mainly as a result of
chlamydiosis, particularly the ocular (eye) form.
We have also seen a large number of joeys ad-
mitted as wel |, somet hi
number of years. The majority of the joeys ap-
pear to have been left by their mothers 1 some
have been close to weaning weight so maybe
mot her thought #AiIit was
far too small to be left alone. Maybe some catas-
trophe took their mother such as her being hit by
a car. Sometimes young female koalas strug-
gling to survive themselves are not able to nur-
ture their young sufficiently even though koalas
are exceptional mothers. There could be a num-
ber reasons why joeys are abandoned.

I'ts certainly been Aful
few months in both the ICU, outside yards and in
home <care.
for another koala or
other licenced areas such as our mates at Native
Animal Trust Fund, the Hunter Koala Society,
and Denise Friedman WIRES New England. We

Nonet hel ess

Supervisor

We have recently purchased a Bioptron machine,
which is similar to a laser but is polychromatic
(different colours) which we are planning to use
on the koalas for such things as pressure sores,
wounds, burns, conjunctivitis etc. This machine is
used in a major leading Sydney hospital for heal-
ing of burns, wounds and ulcers. Itis also used in
the beauty salon industry for skin treatments.
"Wk ar¥ Ropill 20Vd8 8 Qtl}dy on RsehBaling Rblii-
ties with a control group who do not receive it and
another group who do. We did have one here on

trial f whil e and
|f55fb‘ﬁ|tfésWhereaS ot hers we

On a sadder note, we would like to let all of our
readers know that our grand old lady Birthday
Girl, the oldest koala in the world, died on Sunday
night (6™ March) quietly and peacefully at one of
our home carers residence. Birthday Girl was 25
years of age. What a legend.

1TV WaIEIPthe Buish dndigten fb?he Sbiink @ |
of the Wlnd blowing through the eucalypt

W eiree lydl i fear thd PiMt Bf thé KM

t Wocgiing..0...... h..‘?...arﬂj orPStiriday BighPeveP Giiled ™ © M

Birthday Girl.

have some of their koalas here at pre-
sent as patients who are all doing very
well. Its quite amazing how koalas from
completely different areas who would
often normally eat totally different euca-
lypt species, seem to happily adapt to |
eating the local Port Macquarie leaf in |||
about 24 hours. Suppose its like going
to another country and enjoying their
cuisine!! We have never ever had any
trouble getting an
happily munch on the local leaf and
they all seem to do quite well on it usu-
ally gaining weight i maybe its simply
fgood tuckero here

Our new system with our anaesthetic
machine is going really well and our su-
pervisors are all adept at being||L_
fanaesthetistso these
life so much easier when doing ultrasounds, and
full screens on an admitted koala to have that
time available to examine the patient fully while
they sleep soundly.
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from the PrMEEPEHEENt 6

If visitors in the past had problems hearing the
koal a stories during the

they should return and do it again!
Since the last issue of

Gum Tips we have pur-
chased a n
Trucko wi t

raised by our fantastic
volunteers and our
home and overseas
supporters. It made me
realise the tremendous
support you have given
to the Koala Hospital so

We now have O6boom
boxesé6, for t he vol un -
teers who have taken on

the task of informing visi-

tors about our resident

koalas. This apparatus

will project their voice so

that no matter how many

people are in the group,

they will be able to hear

that we can effectively every word. © Gerry Walsh
care for and rehabilitate
Koalas placed in our o 'ﬁéiy =
care. = B / / / /
B *ﬁ’ ‘4 ‘4 ‘4 ‘ﬂ’
Individual and group tourism is an important as- /;:y’/* THANK YOU FJ
pect of our education program as is our overseas “ﬂi “ﬂi
volunteer program. Don(:!é/ml n_ == t o
visit us at Port Macquarie or even join us as a /.:fﬂ; ?he koapas WODU'%?ke to &fﬂ;
volunteer and have a love affair with our favourite ’ thank members of the public ’
marsupial. /;% for their generosity in filling ;_;;/
“#  up the donation boxes which
Bob Sharpham =l are distributed around the .2l
il area <A

This morning (22 December):

| found this tree frog which had just happened to
hitch a ride in on the leaf for the koalas.

A few of us grabbed the cameras (as you do!)...and
this is what happened:...see photos.

The frog jumped onto Cheyn
frivolity and excitement from the rest of us with
cameras!

It then went for a bit of a wander around this
strange human it had temporarily adopted be-
fore....finally leaping off into the bushes.

Cheyne, our resident Koala, Snake, Spider, Lizard
and...now Frog expert...took it back to its home
territory, far from KH: fo

Gerry Walsh
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